Potential drug-drug interactions in elderly patients presenting with syncope.
Adverse drug reactions and interactions are a common cause of iatrogenic disease. Although there are resources available that have been developed for assessing potential drug-drug interactions (DDIs), one must first consider the possibility in order to apply these tools. This cross-sectional analysis of elderly patients evaluates Emergency Physician documentation of potential DDIs and assesses the utility of computer software recognition of interactions that can lead to syncope. In this study, lack of documentation of a patient's past medical history and medications suggests that Emergency Physicians are not evaluating DDIs as a possible source of their patient's symptoms. The computer resources evaluated were found to be easy to use and reliable. Rectifying and preventing potential DDIs can be an indispensible service provided by the Emergency Physician.